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E VENSON, OBERLIN J. Oberlin Jerome Evenson passed away at his home in

Point Loma on September 22, 2010, of natural causes. He was a much loved
husband, father, grandfather and great-grandfather, as well an honored member of

the U.S. Army and an active member of the San Diego community. Oberlin was born

on March 26, 1919, to parents Willard and Edna Evenson in Seattle, Washington,
where his father was stationed on active duty in the Army. He attended the San Diego

Army and Navy Academy High School and continued his education at the University
of Oregon and Oregon State University, where he majored in Business

Administration and later met Vivian Levitt. He and his beloved “Viv” where married

on June 7, 1942, at Fort Ord Army Base and shared a love that spanned 68 years.
While in college, “Ole” was a reserve officer in the Army. He was called into active

service on December 7, 1941, when Pearl Harbor was bombed. He and Viv were then
separated for the next three years as Ole served overseas with the 3rd Infantry

Division. He began his service in Casablanca, Africa, and was promoted to Major in

1943. During his service overseas, he participated in seven campaigns in Tunisia,
Sicily, Naples-Foggia, Rome-Arno, Southern France, Rhineland, and Central Europe.

He received a Bronze Star with cluster, Distinguished Unit Badge Croix de Guerre
with Fourragere and made seven amphibious landings under fire. The Europe

African Middle Eastern (EAME) medal and seven stars he received were awarded for
his service in these seven campaigns. After the war, Ole stayed in the Army Reserves

and was promoted to Lieutenant Colonel in 1954. In addition to a distinguished

military career, Ole also was an active member of the San Diego business,
philanthropic, and sports communities. He spent 40 years with American Mill and

Manufacturing and was a past president of the Lumber Association. He was also an
active member of Rotary Club 33, and sang in the choir in the Christmas program.

He was also a former Trustee of the San Diego Zoological Society. Ole was an active
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supporter of the arts and loved music. He was Founding Trustee of the Spreckels

Organ Society in Balboa Park and sang in the choir at First Presbyterian Church in
San Diego where he was often a featured baritone soloist. He received the STAR

Award for his volunteer service in the community. Ever the avid sports fans, Ole and
Viv had season tickets to Charger games for 50 years. Ole was preceded in death by

his eldest daughter, Karen Evenson Lang, and is survived by his wife Vivian Evenson,

his daughter Olivia Alford (and husband Bill), his brother Edvard Evenson, his
grandchildren Jerry Lang (and wife Lily), Kristin Lang Cardonnel (and husband

Pascal), Sarah Alford Hock (and husband Davis) and David Alford (and wife Shaabini).
Ole was blessed to have also been loved by six great-grandchildren – Bruno and

Pauline Cardonnel, Ryan and Vivian Lang, and Junia and Eden Hock. A Memorial

Service will be held at Point Loma Community Presbyterian Church, 2128
Chatsworth Blvd., San Diego, 92107, on Friday, October 1st, at 1:00

p.m.Arrangements under the direction of Greenwood Mortuary, San Diego, CA.
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GP Greenwood Memorial Park posted:

The thought of Uncle Ole brings back great memories as a child. We use to go to Aunt Vivian and

Uncle Ole's home when we were little (the Levitt chrildern) and it was like being in a fairy tale house,

big and wonderious. He use to let me have a piece of his stash (blk liquorish).. I will always

remember him as a kind man. I am very greatful to God for such special people in my family as Aunt

Vivian and Uncle Ole.. My Grandmother loved them very much. Lynda Wetzel (Daughter of Kenneth

Levitt – Vivian's brother)

October 18 at 5:00 PM

PM Pam Meikle posted:

Thinking of the family at this sad time.Just remember he had a fantastic life and lived to a remarkable

old age. Hope I can compete with this.Regards Pamxxxxxxx

September 28 at 5:00 PM

GP Greenwood Memorial Park posted:

Brian and Judith send deep condolences to all the family.Much love and our thoughts are with

you.Brian and Judith,Penang

September 28 at 5:00 PM

ET Eddie O'toole posted:

With deepest sympathy. Our thoughts and prayers are with you.Eddie & Ann MariePenang, Malaysia

September 28 at 5:00 PM

BS Barbara Scales posted:

You are in my thoughts and prayers. With love and deepest sympathy.Barbara Scales

September 25 at 5:00 PM
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Memories only last if you share them
Join us in honoring Oberlin by contributing to a collection of shared memories.

Scan to Visit


